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WAR OF THE PITT SYSTEM AGAINST . 
| HEAVEN! << * 2 2b 


— a 


Not contented with the contempt which every discri- 
minatiog individual must have entertained from the re- 
ported speech of Castlereagh, on the 15th, ‘wlt,. This 
statesman has ventured to endeavout :to; encrease the 
contémpt for his abilities, or scorn for his ywartof honesty, 
which his senatorial conduct was calculated:te exeite, by 
a separate publication of the jargon, which passed easily 
Current for wisdom, in au assembly of his awn creatures. 
The objects of this publication isto spread the delusion 
out of doors, which prevailed within—to induce the far- 
mer to believe Aeaven the cause of his misfortunés—-and 
the people at ‘large to wait patiently for the. dlessings' of 
scarcity and- famine, as the natural means of raising 
Produce to remunerating prices! In’ the House;o 
Cothmons, such absurdity may prevail., If bis ereatures 
disbelieve him, which the majority of them must-de, they 
are too well paid for their concurrenca ip.the delusion, 
to offer any opposition ; and the few ;who.can see has 
end dare speak honestly, have no power in that house tv 
stem the torrent of ministerial:deception, Out ef doors, 
however, this delusion is scorned; thé deluders despised, 
“OL. VIII. No. Li | 
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and in @ fair way of entailing upon themselves the Hy 
nat hatred of the people. The state conjurors haye ip. 
deed, done enough to make every man of ordinary inte. 
lect, hold them as cheap as mountebanks! When the 
newly-manufactured Duke of Buckingham says, God 
never intended poor lands to be cultivated, the veriest 
ploughman is ready to exclaim, his Grace must be ag 
errant simpleton! - When Gaffer Gooch supports the 
Salt Tax, after pledging himself to every practical re- 
duction of taxation, Baron Munchausen would hardly be 
able to support such a decisive conviction of audacious 
falsehood! When Sir Tommy Lethbridge talks of the 
legitimate and illegitimate people of England, it would 
not be surprising if a chimaney-sweeper were to take him 
by the nose, and tweak him into the ordinary knowledge 
that manhood does not depend upon a baronetcy, or the 
accidental possession of the accumulations of avarice, or 
venality! When Lord Liverpool tells us that too much 
food creates distress, while téns of thousands are unable 
to satisfy half their necessary wants, we are seized wilh 
the same degree of surprize which we should feel at a 
audacious assertion of a palpable untruth, ultered in the 
presence of ten thousand witnesses of its falsehood, And 
when Lord Castlereagh concentrates all this absurdily 
and falsehood into one mass ; and, elevating himself on 
Mr, Ricardo’s shoulders, affirms that itis gospel truth, 
le may be well contented, if the indignation of the pub- 
lic do not crown him with a fool’s cap, or whip the 
‘lying’ spirit” ‘out of him, with the beadle’s lash. 
Mr. Ricardo, it is not necessary here to say more, tha 
that he is idly employed in endeavouring to apply tbe.a0- 
stract. principles of political economy, to a system 
which has lost.sight of all principle, and which can never 
be brought back to any standard to which general prit- 
ciples can apply. He is always weighing with a fale 
balance ; and though his weights were just, which they 
often are not, still his calculations could never be correc! 
He will, however, do well enough to carry Castler 

upon his shoulders. The noble Lord is well aware tht 
lie eannot stand alotie ; and he is thankful for any on® 
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jean against. Thus wanting a deceitful bases for an 
evident falsehood, he seizes the arm of Mr. Ricardo, and 
savs—* An honourable Member of great authority on 
“these subjects, (Mr. Ricardo) stated that a country 
« might be ¢vholly exempt from taxes, and yet suffer 
“ more severely from agricultural distress than we now 
“do, Grounding myself upon this obvious principle, 
“and susported by Azs authority, I do not hesitate to 
“assert, that could we at once sweep uway the 
“whole mass of our taxation in @ moment, our 
“ distress would still continue to press upon us ;—in 
“ 39 small a degree does that distress in fact originate 
“in the operation of tazation.” Would not an ordi- 
nary hearer of such a monstrous proposition, unac- 
quainted with the read species of the noble lord, be rea 
dy to exclaim on his return to rational society, “ A fool! 
“fool! 1 met a fool ’ithe forest!’ A more accurate 
knowledge of his lordship’s character might indeed occa- 
sion a slight alteration in the epithet :—but the astonish- 
ment at the audacity of such a falsehood would only be 
increased, to think it should have been hazarded by a 
——— of any dimensions. It is true that a country 
‘might experience agricultural distress as great as ours, if 
taxes were wholly unknown :—but then it must be in 
consequence of a failure of crops, the devastation of 
the elements, or the invasion of an enemy. Distress, 
without taxation, must have an obvious cause, either 
natural or artificial! There never did exist such distress 
as now weighs upon the agricultural interest, upon that 
class of individualsin any other country, or at any other 
time, without being produced by some apparent cala- 
mity. The distress of the cultivators of the soil of other 
countries, at present, no way resembles the distress that 
prevailsin England. Abundance may Jessen the profits 
of the cultivator, for a time, but cannot consume his 
capital, as taxation and its inevitable consequences, di- 
minish the capital of the English cultivator. The foreign 
larmer may cease to gain, but he cannot lose; except 
‘naa much as he is compelled to furnish in taxation, for 
Which he receives no return. The English farmer is 
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corapelled to pay at least four times as much as any fo. 
reign farmer pays io the state—and more than ten tines 
as much as the American farmer contributes. So thatit 
is paying Ricardo a very great compliment to say that 
his statement is merely absurd, in the unqualified senge 
in which it was applied by himeelf, and made a ground. 


- work of by Castlereagh. But the superstructure of the 


noble \ord is more false, and more absurd, than the fala. 
cious groundwork. His assertion is neither more nor leg 
than an “ errant lie!’ To sweep away the tazation, 
would be to sweep away the debt which is the cause of s 
much taxation ; and this done, the agricultural interest 
would not only be redteved, but all the agricultural 
distress must disappear at once. Other distress would 
ensue. Other classes would be embarrassed for a time, 
but the agricultural interest would recover all its prospe- 
rity. Ifit had suited Castlereagh, instead of calling Mr. 
Ricardo @ great authority, he would have declared x 
readily that he was xo authority at-all—that he was eo- 
tirely ignorant of the subject, and should leave such mat- 
ters to abler heads. But, aware of the fallacy he ww 
about to utter, he made use of Mr. Ricardo, as a stilt 00 
which to strut through the mire! 

Upon this topic the farmers should always. bear 11 
mind, that a remedy, and a redtef, are distinct matters. 
Tt is a relief to a lame man to shorten his journey; 
though it may be no remedy for his /ameness. It would 
be a relief to the farmer, of more or less extent, to reduce 
the taxation, by five or more millions ; but it would n0 
remedy all the distress; because the distress has bees 
occasioned by successive years of national plunder 
There is no remedy for what the nation has suffered ; bu! 
ihat is no reason why its sufferings should be prolong 
toeternity. The country wantsa remission of taxalwm 
that it may have the means of recovering itsel! -—and 
RADICAL REFORM, that nothing may in future desttt) 
these meaus. To chain up a dog, would not cure 
wound of one whom he kad bitten ; but it would preve 
the dog from doing any further mischief. No na 
gower can repay the nation what it has been plunder 
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of; but that is no reason why it should be plundered of 
more. What the farmers an@ other classes have lost 
already cannot be restored, either by reducing taxation, 
or by parliamentary reform ; but the former is requisite 
that the country may be no farther plundered; and the 
second that the fruits of future industry may be rendered 
safe. 

The noble lord affects to enter into a silly examination 
of what the farmer pays in taxation ; as if what he paid 
himself was @ tenth part of the injury sustained by state 
impositions. The taxes paid by the whole nation is not 
equal to the loss which the farmer sustains by taxation : 
for itis not merely so much taken out of the market; 
but if it were left to circulate among the people it would 
probably make four or five circulations in the course of 
the year. If it were true that the farmer paid, as Cas- 
tlereagh falsely. states not more than five per cent. upon 
the produce of the soil, that would not be a tythe of his 
loss; for his neighbours being taxed in the same propor- 
tion, he would be injured by the loss of the sale of s0 
much produce as they would purchase with the money 
they pay in taxation. Ffe would not merely have to pay 
five per cent. ; but be prevented from receiving thirty 
or forty per cent. upon his produce! But this calcula- 
tion of his paying only five per cent. upon his produce is 
a gross and cesigned fallacy. He pays on an average 
ten per cent in poor’s rates, which spring from taxation, 
asa necessary effect. Ie pays ten per cent in fythes, 
another consequence of a bad system! His direct and 
indirect taxes may he reckoned at twenty per cent ;— 
While his rent alone amounts at present to nearly as 
much as the whole produce of his farm!!! Yet this 
rare minister ventures to pledge his honour that taxation, 
Which has raised rents, raised tythes, raised poor’s rates, 
and every other contribution, is not the cause of the dis- 
ress:—and that although to reduce taa:ation, would be 
to reduce rents, to reduce tythes, and to reduce poor’s 
mp auch a reduction would not relieve the distress of 
rei tase roaen interest! fy Wehiave before compared 

asonng to the ravings of a jack-pudding in com- 
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raendation of the nostrums of his master, at a country, 
fair ; but, on considering this earrected copy of his lord. 
ship’s speech, we are satisfied that we have injured the 
profession of jack-puddings, in making the comparison, 
As the noble lord is not an ideot, he must fancy himself 
the keeper of a lunatic asylum, and think the whole 
people of Great Britain encurable lunatics. In another 
portion of this delectable address, he says, that to relieve 
the farmer to the amount of five per cent, would require 
a reduction of taxation to the amount of fourteen millions, 
because such benefit of the reduction would not reach him, 
but through the medium of other classes who would also 
tax it with a profit to themselves of an equal amount, 
This, however, shews that this noble lord is igno- 
rant of the principles of commerce. If the amount 
of the reduction were to go through the hands of place. 
men like himself, through the hands of a class that eat 
without producing, the profit to the farmer could not be 
much; but to reduce taxation is to leave the amount of 
the reduction in continual encrease ; and it is certain 
that a reduction of even five millions would be a relief to 
three times that amount, from the productive powers of 
money when in the hands of those who employ it in ils 
natural way. But Lord Castlereagh knows that money 
in the hands of some placemen, is only productive of 
mischief to the country ; and he has nohesitation in con- 
cluding that it would be equally productive of good, i 
left in the pockets of the people. They may, however, 
venture to make the experiment, without asking leave 
of his Lordship ! 

In all the silly flights of his Lordship, he has never 
before equalled the preposterous nonsense of attributing 
the distress to the operations of nature. Did it not 
occur to him, that others would ask why nature, in her 
operations, which were working so much distress ' 
others, should have left him in the enjoyment of accu 
mulating riches. He has swelled out the family estalé 
from the item- of a pedlar’s box, to the rent-roll ° 
thousands of acres. How happens this, while the oper- 
ations of nature have been producing the ruin af thot 
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sanda of more worthy individuals? Is there a special 

rovidence at work in the superintendance of the affairs 
of himself, and his colleagues. The admirers of the Pitt 
system seem exempt from the Noble Lords ‘‘ operations 
“of nature !” The Lord Chancellor has gained nearly, 
perhaps quite, a million of money, by these operations of 
nature. Others have been almost as fortunate ; so that 
it would seem the Heaven-born Minister has exempted 
his disciples from the baneful operations of nature! 
They have lived, and they nowlive, inconsiunt sunshine, 
and under ever-refreshing,and ever-productive dews :-— 
while the rest of the nation, are exposed to the devastat- 
ing tempest, the destroying whirlwind, and the destrue- 
tive torrents. Yet, where shall we look for virtues that 
entitles them, to the exception? Thevices that sink them 
to the level of their fellow-sinners, we can readily per- 
ceive. Their insatiable cupidity, their determised pro- 
fligacy in expenditure, their encroachments upon pub- 
lic rights, and usurpations. of public power, are-atl pal- 
pable enough :—but their virtues are cmpenetrable, stale 
secrets, and are never permitted to take the air! 

The farmers are directed by Castiereagh, to look to 
Smithfield and Mark-lane, and not to the House of 
Commons for the events which are to mend-their for- 
tunes. This iscandid, at any rate. It is saying in plain 
terms, “‘ your pretended representatives can do nothing 
“for you. Other folks rule the roast there : and nothing 
¥ leas then the interposition of heaven can renrove the 

calamities of which you complain!” At: last, then, 
the contest is between HEAVEN and the hell-born system 
of Mr. Pitt! After warring with all the ‘best interests 
of humanity, the Pitt system has thrown down the 
gauntlet to providence itself, and charges upon theauthor 
of good the calamities which human vice has accumulat- 
ed upon human folly! No wonder that the Reformers 
are calumniated, when GOD himself is reproached for 

is benevolence ; and when the abundance bestowed in his 
mercy, is accused as the cause of the misery of his crea- 
‘ures! For our comfort, however, tie apes, “ drest in 
@ little brief authority,” are impotent railers at the 
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power above us all. He laughs in their angry faces, and 

proceeds to invigorate and fructify the earth, without any 

regard for Liverpool’s horror of abundance. The showers 

descend, and the dews fall, and kindly seasons promise to 
mock, as they have hitherto done, the impious calcula- 
tions, of those who would hail:famine as a blessing, und 
scarcity as a desirable relief! |For once, the Borough- 

mongers have found acts‘of ‘parliament impotent; and 

orders in Council 6f no avail. They have madly rushed 
into a contest with the laws of nature, from which nei- 
ther political judges, nor packed juries, nor’ bribed wit- 
nesses, nor hireling spies, nor hypocritical associations 
can extricate ‘them. After warring upon their fellow- 
creatures, they are now warring with their Maker : and, 
though they are aware that his ommipotence will produce 
the truniph of his mercy, yet they dare to prolong the 
contest, in the miserable hope of profiting while it shall 
continue ;though certain they must fall ; and equally 
certain, that when they fall like Lucifer, never to rise 
again ! 

‘THE BLACK DWARF. 
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A WORD OF ADVICE TO THE FARMERS. 





Ft is evidently the intention of the Ministers not to 
repeal any further taxes. The Country Gentlemen have 
sot fulfilled any of their promises, and the Minister deems 
himself secure of their support. Two Lords of the Ad- 
miralty have been struck off; which will make a saving 
of 2,0001. a year; but Mr. Gooch, and other friends of 
the farmers, voted for the continuance of the Salt Taz; 
which would have produced a reduction of a millionand 
@ half; and very materially assisted the agricultural in 
terests. The farmers must, therefore, depend ‘upon them- 
selves, for an attention to what interests they have re- 
maining. They should throw up their farms as quickly 
as possible, and get rid of all their present engagements. 
It is said, what can farmers do? They cannot turn theic 
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hands to other trades. This is generally true ; but those . 
who have anything left must consider that all will shortly 
be gone, if they proceed under the present system ; and 
they had much better spend their money in, their own 
enjoyments, than throw it away in taxes to the borough- 
mongers. But they have one way of seeuring themselves 
as far as they can be secured under the system, which is 
this, Land is now getting cheap ; and if the farmers, 
act wisely, and throw up the land which they cannot 
cultivate to advantage, it will be cheap enough, in:a lit- 
tle while. Let them collect what they have left; and 
revert to the system of small farms, by purchasing a 
few acres of freehold land. By limiting their wants to. 
their own produce, they will risk nothing, if they gain 
but little. They may live without the constant dread of 
loss ; and though they cannot altogether escape from the 
pressure of taxation, they can lighten it considerably, by 
avoiding the use of taxed articles as much as possible, 
and contenting themselves with such‘fare as their ances- 
tors were contented with. This advice of retrenchment,, 
though affected to be given by those who have fattened 
upon the proceeds of past extravagance, and given with 
out any idea that it will be acted upon, is too good to be 
neglected. It would soon reduce rents; and then the 
landholders would in earnest set about’ the reduction of 
taxation ; which they never will do, while they can get 
one-half of their present: rents. ' It-is only by the farmers 
making the landlords feel the~ pinching of the system, 
that the landlords will ever think: about -assisting the 
farmers. The reason why the system has continued so 
long, is, that it-always: has seized upon ‘one class at a 
time, and contrived to make every other class neutral, 
while it was spoiling the selected victims. It has now 
fastened ‘upor the farmers ; and if it does not pinch the 
lders much harder than it has done, they will be 
neutral while the farmer is ruined, notwithstanding 
their professions of regard. But throw them up 
their land, and leave them to meet. the demands 
bw it, and they must turn round iin their own 
‘lence. They need the farmer more than the far- 
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mer needs them. Any farmer might maintain his fami 
better upon four or five acres of his own land, than be 
could upon a rented farm of four or five hundred, as 
matters stand. He might live better, have less care, and 
lose no money. ‘To be sure, he would make no fortune ; 
| but that would not be so bad as losing all that he has, 
His sons might not be able to keep their hunters, but 
they would have no fear of going to prison for debt. His 
daughters might not he fine ladies; but they would be. 
sure of a home, and would be able to make f{ comfortable. 
It is not descending, but rising, in life, to get rid of care 
and unprofitable speculations, and to sit down upon a 
little, which one can call one’s own! The landholders 
would then find that their lands were worthless ; and they 
must either let them go, to a race of jobbers, or exert 
themselves to remove the load of taxation that renders 
them worthless! I believe they will let them go! 1 do. 
not believe they will defend their acres, as Mr. Curwen 
says they will. I believe they have no more spirit to 
resist their being taken away, than they had to resist their 
being burthened with enormous taxes. I believe the 
race of English country gentlemen is nearly extinct; and 
that the few who remain have no. power to resist the tide. 
that is sweeping away their patrimonies. J regret. the 
condition of the few; but the. many deserves to suffer, 
and suffer they will yet, most severely, I. am desirous 
that they should suffer alone, and not make the farmer 
suffer for them. Let these men of property bear.the 
brunt of the war'upon property. They have long boasted 
of its paramount value. Let it now protect them, if it 
ean. ‘They will soon find their error ; and discover that, 
while property invites plunderers, it is MAN alone who 
can repel them. They will then find that they want-the 
arms of the multitude to resist spoliation, whether from 
foreign or domestic enemies ; and when they call for our 
assistance, ‘they shall give us‘in return our rights. Ja 
the mean time, let us leave them to their own folly, if 
they will not be instructed. The farmers have now. 
convinced that the Reformers were right ; and that the 
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mies of Reform have been their enemies, while they 
pretended the greatest friendship and good will. Let 
the farmers then withdraw from the ranks of their de- 
tested spoilers, and cease to labour for their deceivers. 
Let them return to the good old system of each man 
cultivating his own small estate; and we may then hope 
for the re-appearance of that hardy race of independent 
—_— whose arms have more than once recovered the 


iberties of their country. 
THE BLACK DWARF. 
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Ertract of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Harrison, 
dated Chester Castle, Feb. 12, 1822. 


Dear Sir, 

I felt greatly obliged by your kind letter, dated Au- 
gust 30, 1821, and should have wrote again, ere this, had .any 
thing of sufficient importance transpired. Four more of my 
companions were restored to their respective families, on the 
11th ult,; and I am next upon the list for enlargement, though 
I have to look forward nearly twenty months to that happy 
period. My companions who are restored to liberty, as weil as 
myself, feel greatly obliged to you for your disinterested exer- 
tious, on behalf of the incarcerated Reformers ; as, in a letter 
received from the truly enlightened, kind, and patriotic Mr. 
Alfred Cox, of Nottingham, dated Dec. 7, 1821, he states, that 
you had recently published a very eloquent and affecting appeal 
to the Reformers of that neighbourhood, in behalf of the im- 
prsoned Radicals, For your eucouragement, I think you ought 
to know that your labour was not in vain ; and with pleasure I 
inform you, that in the short space of six weeks, that is, from 
Nov. 24, 1821, to Jan. 7, 1822, we received the sum of six- 
teen pounds, from the friends of Reform in Nottimgham and 
Derby, through the medium of Mr. Cox, as follows— 

John Stubbs . . 2... . Q 

Robert Swindells . . . . . 


5 0O 

3.0 «0 
John Richards . . . . . 3 0 0 
Joseph Harrison . . . . . 2 0 «0 
JosephSwann. . . 2... 2-0 0 
Joseph Burtinshaw . . » . 1 0 O- 





£16 0 0 







































372 THE BLACK DWARE. 


{ am aware that ‘‘a sense of delicacy to the persons relieved’ 
will prevent our kind friends publishing particulars ; but as their 
publicity cannot effect them who are restored to liberty, or in. 
jure those who remain in confinement, I think, forthe honour 
of the friends of Reform at Nottingham and Derby, their zeal 

and benevolence in the cause ought to have extensive publica. 
tion. However, I leave it to your discriminating and impartial 
judgment, to make such extracts from this letter as you think 
proper, or suppress the whole if you please. For my part I am 
unconcerned who knows what I receive from the public, and I 
believe others are equally unconcerned. Most of us are deprived 
of the means of procuring a liveliliood, and rendered dependent 
upon the kindness of the people for support: and, I hope, 
truly grateful forevery manifestation of that kindness. Had it 
not been for those supplies, which are thesubject of this letter, 
our Macclesfield brethren must have returned to the world ina 
very impoverished state indeed: at which you will not be sur- 
prised, when [ inform you that the above-mentioned sum from 
Mr. Cox is nearly equal to what we had all received from every 
quarter. for the previous six months. 
I remain, dear Sir, 
Yours truly, 
JOSEPH HARRISON. 





SPECIMEN OF ROBERT SOUTHEY’S BETYER DAYS: 
— 


The following lines were addressed by the Poet Laureate 
Southey, to the exiled patriots, Murr, PALMER, and Mar- 
GAROT, on their transportation, at the commencement of the 
late war with France, for the offence of attempting to compel 
the usurping boroughmongers to restore the rights‘of the people 
to a full, fair, aud free representation iu the House of Commons! 
They would not now be inapplicably add ressed to those who 
are now pining in English dungeons, for the inaintenance of the 
same principles, and the demand of the same rights: and as the 
hour of retribution is now much nearer, we may hope those 
victims may themselves share in the triumph over their oppres- 


sors, and hail the places of their confinement, as the monuments 
of their victory. 


Thinks the proud tyrant, by the pliant law, 
The hireling Jury, and the Judge unjust, 
To strike the soul of liberty with awe, 

And ecare the friends of freedom from thetr trast? 
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Ag easy might the despot’s emply pride,. 

The onward course of rushing ocean stay ; 
Aseasty might his jealous caution hide j 
From tnortal eyes the orb of general day. 

¥or, like that mighty orb’s eternal flame, 

Glows the mild force of virtue’s constant light ; 
Though clouded by misfortune, still the same, 
Four ever constant and for ever, bright. | 
Not till eternal chaos shall that light, © 

Before oggcession, 9G) fade away; | 

Not till the sun himself. be quench’d in wight, 
Not till the frame of nature shall decay, : 
Go then—secure in steady victue—go, 

Nor heed the peril of the stormy, seas, 

Nor heed the felon’s name, the felon’s woe,. 
Contempt and pain, and sorrow ang disease. 

- Though cankering cares corrode the sinking frame, 
Though sickness rankle jathe shallow breast, 
Though death himself should quench the vital flame, 
Think but for what ydu suffer, and be blest. 
So shall your bright example fire each soul, 

So in each free-horn breast for ever dwell, 

Till man shall rise above the unjust controul, 
Stand where ye stood, and triumph where ye fell. 
Ages unborn shall glory in your shame, 

And curse the igaoble spirit of the time, 

And teach their lisping infants to exclain, 

‘* He who aALLows oppression, SHARES the crime, 





MR. HUNT. 
ye 


This gentleman has a fourth time. conquered his. 
cowardly and malignant enemies. Not even the sanction | 
of Mr. Justice Best has been able to defend the infamous 
regulations applied to him, against the general indigna- 
ion of the reformers, and the nation at large. The 
Whole country raised its voice against such wanton and 
malignant persecution of an individual, who, even dur- 
ing his imprisonment, has done more for the cause of 
humanity and justice, than the whole of bis persecutors, 
in their lives of affective devotion, to the welfare of the 
people. The following letter, announcing his triumph, 
Will be read with exultation, by every honest man ; and 
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with particular pride by those who have contributed {3 
it, by their appeal against the tyranny of his oppreasors, 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE MANCHIESTER OBSERYER. 


* Dear Sir, ‘* Tichester Bastile, March 5, 1899. 

I take the very first opportunity of communicating to my 
excellent friends in the North, through the medium of the Onsxa. 
ven, the beneficial restilt of their prompt, zealous, and efficient 
effort, to protect the Captive of [ichester, from the vengeance of 
detected magisterial delinquency, and from the lawless rancour of 
judicial power. My enemies haye sustainedSanother moat signal 
neFgAT!!! Yesterday an express arrived from aap gquantens, 
commanding the keeper of his Majesty's Gaol of Iichester, to admit 
the friends of Mr Hunt to visit him as they used to do, previous to 
the adoption of the infamous rules signed by Mr. Justice Best, 
This order of course was instanly complied with. The prompt 
remonstrance of the brave men of Preston, Greenock, Blackburn, 
Bolton, and Taunton, which were presented to the House of Com. 
mons, with knowledge of those, that were coming from Manchester; 
Stockport, Leeds, Bath, Bristol, Ilchester Salisbury, Exeter, Heytes- 
bury, and from the county of Somerset, as well as from various 
other parts, caused the enemy to strike his colours before we had 
come to close quarters. But my freind, let us not be drawn ints 
ambush, by hollow flag oftruce,as you are well acquainted with 
the treachery as well as the cowardica of our opponents, let me 
entreat you to keep the field, till the abettors, as well as the per- 
petrators of cruelty and torture, are brought to justice. Let all 
those who have prepared and signed petitions, let them not relax 
iu their efforts for a moment:—a_ great deal has been ac: 
complished, but there is much more to do. Those who have 
not already done it have only to add to the prayer of their 
petitions, ** that the instigators, perpetrators, and  abettors 
of the cruelly, torture, and injustice eommitted in Ilchester Gaol, 
may be brought to condign pnnishmeut,” and forward the petitions 
without delay to either of those members who have taken an ac- 
tive part in the debates on my behalf, and the most beneficial 
effects may be produced. All petitions to parliament, if forwarded 
by post to a member, should be left open at both ends, so that the 
people at the Post Office may see what it is; and it should be writ 
ten on the directions, ‘* Petition to Parliament?’ if this be attended 
to, it will go free of charge. If sent by coach the carriage should 
be paid—for those who are honest, independent members of par- 
Jiament, should not be put to unnecessary expence. But by all 
means follow up the blows that ‘you have so successfully planted 
upon the body of oppression and gaol tyranny. The dirty, meat- 
spirited, dastardly visiting magistrates, like contemptible snarling 
curs, stillshew their teeth ;.and as a petty revenge for this defeat, 
they have ordered the door of my dungeon to be kept fast closed, 
except at three stated hours in the day, so that when my friends 


























































*HR BLACK DWARF. 375 


sie admitted, all fresh air is excluded, and they are to all intents 
and purposes made close prisoners, Even their own officers sneer 
at them, and cry shame at this paltry act ofrevenge. But follow 
up your blows, and we shall yet bring these clerical desperadves 
justice. mi i 
, Read the Report.of the Commissioners appointed by the Crown 
to enquire into the atrocities at Ilchester Gaol. jt will be published 
by Mr. Dolby in a cheap form. 1 remain, my friends, at the end 
of rorty days solitary confineiueut, although fiot i very good 
health, yet in the best of spirits, : 
: : Yours sincerely, 
H. HUNT, 


Mr. Hunt.—On Monday week a Public Meeting was held 
at the Paul’s Head Rooms, Cateaton-street, to consider on the 
recent treatment of Mr, Hunt, and to adopt such measures as 
might be most expedient. Mr. Watson took the Chair, and Mr. 
Gale Jones, after an eloquent address, proposed the following 
Resvlutions :— 


Resolved,—That the multiplied prosecutions ipstituted against 
various individuals, fut their political and religious Opinions are 
adisgrace to the present enlightened age, and deserve the reproba- 
lion of every friend to freedom. 


That the severe sentence passed upon Mr. Hunt, under the gite- 
tence ofa conspiracy, of which he was never guilty, and for 
attending a meeting legally and peaceably convened : was a flagrant 
violation of the constitution, and a foul blot upon the administra- 
ion of public justice. : 


That the judges who passed that sentence a (sentence scarcel 
equalled by those inflicted in the infamous day’ of Scraggs an 
Jefferies) are in the opinion of this meeting unfit to be entrusted 


with judicial authority, and onght immediately to be removed and 
impreached, 


That the undaunted firmness with which Mr. Hunt has detected, 
and exposed to public view, the scandalous abuses and cruel tortures 
practiced in the Ilchester Bastile, fully entitles him to the cordial 
approbation and support of every humane and liberal mind. 


That the additional privations and restrictions, to which Mr. Hunt 
has been subjected, siuce his exposure of these abuses, in being 
debarred from all intercourse with his friends, and committed to 
solitary confinement under the close custody of the gaoler and 

is tuenkeys, coupled with the extraordinary fact, that within 
these few months not less than three fires have broken out near 
the rooms in which he is confined, while the bell of his chamber 
(the only signal by which he could give an alarm) was previously 
etoved fram its place, display an inveterate spirit of rancorous 


nalignity in his enemies ; and excite a well-founded appretiea- 
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sion, that they surely cherish the hope, while they are Giligently 
seeking the means, to destroy the health and colinaes the exip 
tence of this generous and patriotic individual. 


That it was the perpetration of similar enormities, and the way. 
ton disregard shewo by the government for the sufferings of the 
veople, that led the way for the destruction of the Bustile, and 
the subversion of the Monarchy, in France. tithes 

Tiat no person can be legally subjected to an punishment, or 
penalty, that was not comprised in the terms of ‘his original sen. 
tence ; and that every individual . suffering imprisonment is under 
the protection of the law, and his life is, or ought to be, as 
sacred as the person of a King. 

That this meeting earnestly call upon those of their fellow. 
countryman who value the hfe and liberty of a British subject, 
to watch vigilantly, andexert their utmost efforts, to alleviate the 
sufferings and promote the comforts.of the brave Ichester Cap- 
live. , 

That, although viewing the indecent and unfeeling manner 
in which the petitions of the people have been treated, we are 
decidedly of opinion, that it is derogatory, from the dignity, and — 


degrating to thespirif, of an independent and enlightened nation 
to petition those who falsely designate themselves the representa. 
tives of the people ; yet it is not without a hope, that the loud and 
general expression of public, opinion may indpce the Government, 
to desist from obstinately persevering ina system of lawless cruelly 
and oppression ; a system that must inevitably compel the people, 
as their last resource, to recur to the principics that produced one 
Revolution, for the purpose of discovering both the means and 
ithe justification of effectually obtaining another. 

That there Resolutions be inserted in such patriotic and inde- 
pendent Journals as will give them ready and immediate publicity ; 
but that upon their refusal, they be placaded in all parts of the 
cities of London and Westminster, and copies transmitted to 
every manufacturing town and district throughout the United 
Kingdom. BOT NY 2 | 

That a Committee be appointed, and a public subseription sok 
cited, to carry the above into effect. ArT watt] 


—_ 
v 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Mr. Lewis requests us to acknowledge his receipt of £3 from 
the friends of reform at Coventry, through the hands of Mr. Green: 

Messrs. Edmonds and Maddocks request us to acknowledge the 
receipt of 1d. 10s. each from the Birmingham Patriots’ Frieod So- 
ciety, through Mr. Lakins; and ‘15s. each from, their friends at 
Worcester, through the hands of Mr. R. 
The Index for the Seventh Volume is now ready for delivery 
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THE BLACKNEB, No. XCVII. 


<= 


“ My Masters of misrule ! 1 have a crow to pluck with you” — 
: Ovp Pray. 


592. Men, Brethren, and Fathers; Friends, Countrymen, 
and Strangers! 


It may be expected. that I should now say some great mat- 
ters unto you; but the rigour of the season, and the infirmi- 
ties of my age, increased bya elose imprisonment of above 
five months, do not permit me. Moreover we five in an age 
that maketh truth pass for treason. 1 dare not say any thing 
‘contrary unto it; and the ears of those that are about me will 
probably beefound too tender to bear it. My trial and con- 
‘demnation doth sufficiently evidence this, West, Rumley, and 
Keeling, who were broughit to prove the plot, said no more of 
me, than that they knew me not: and some others equally un- 
‘known to me, had used my name and that of some others, to 
give a little reputation unto their designs, ‘The Lord Howard 
is too infamous by his life, and the many perjuries not to be de: 
nied or rather sworn by himself, to deserve menuon; and 
‘being a single witness, would be of no value, thougl: he had 
been of unblemished credit, or had not seen and confessed, 
that the crimes committed by him would be pardoned only for 
commiting more ; and even the pardon promised could not be 
obtained tll the drudgery of swearing was over. ‘This being 
laid aside, the whole matter is reduced to the papers said ta be 
found ‘in my closet by the King’s officers, without any other 
proof of their being written by me, than what is taken from 
suppositions upon the similitude of a hand that is easily coun- 
lerfeited, and which hath been lately declared, in the Lady 
Cart’s case, to be ao lawful evidence in criminal causes. But 
if Thad been seen to write them, the matter would not be 
much altered, ‘They plainly appear to relate unto a large trea- 
lise written long since in answer to Filmer’s book, whieh by all 
intelligent men is thought to be grounded upon wicked princi- 
es—equally pernicious to Magistrates aud people. If he 
might publish utito the world his opinion, that all men are 


Vor. VILL. No. 11. 
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born under a necessity, derived from the laws of God and na- 
ture, to submit unto an absolute kingly government,’ which could 
be restrained by no Jaw or oath: and that le that hath the 
power, whether he come unto it by creation, election, inhe- 
ritance, usurpation, or any other way, had the right ; and 
none must oppose his will, but the persons and estates of his 
subjects must be in: lispensably subject unto it;—I know not 
why I might not have published my opinion to the contrary, 
without the breach of any law | have yet known. IT might, as 
freely as he, publicly have declared my thoughts, and the rea- 
sons npon which they were grounded; and I am_ persuaded 
to believe, —“ that God hath left nations unto the liberty of 
** setting up such governments as best pleased themselves :—that 
‘* magistrates were set up for the good of nations, not nations 
“ for the honour or glory of Magistrates; —that the right and 
‘© power of magistrates in every country was that which the 
*< laws of that country made it to be :—that those laws were to 
“ be observed; and the oaths taken by them, having the force 
“of a contract between magistrate and people, could not be 
** violated without danger of dissolving the whole fabric ;— 
“ that usurpation could give no right: and the most dangerous 
‘Sof all evenmes unto Kings were they, who raising their power 
*‘toan exorbitant heig ht, allowed unto usurpers ‘all the rights 
“belonging unto it; that such usurpation being seldom com- 
“ passed without. the slaughter of the reigning person or 
“family, the worst of ali villainies was thereby rewarded with 
“the most glorious privileges: that if such doctrines were re- 
* ceived, they would stir up men to the destruction of princes, 
* wiih more violence than all the passions that have hitherto 
© raged in the hearts of the most unruly: that none could be 
‘safe, if such a reward were proposed unto any that could 
‘¢ destroy them: thet few would be so gentle as to spare even 
“the best, if, by their destruction, a wild usurper could be- 
‘come God’s anointed, and by the most execrable wicked- 
“ness invest himself with that divine character.” This is the 
scope of the whole treatise: the writer gives snch reasons as at 
that time did occur unto him, to prove it. This seems to 
agree with the doctrines of the most reverend authors of all 
times, nations, and religions. Vhe best and wisest: of Kings 
have ever acknowledged it. The present King of France hasde- 
clared, ‘“ that Kings have that happy want of power, that they 
“ean do nothing contrary to the laws of their country ;” and 
erounds his quarrel with the King of Spain, anno 1607, upon 
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{hat principle. King James in his speech to the parliament, 
amo 1603, doth in the highest degree assert it. The scrip- 
ture seems to declare it. If nevertheless the writer was mis- 
taken, he might have been refuted by law, reason, and scripture : 
no man for such matters was ever otherwise punished, than by 
being made to see his error; and it hath not, as I think, been 
ever known that they had been referred to the judgment of 
a jury composed of men utterly unable to comprehend them, 
But there was little of this in my case. The extravagance of 
iny prosecutors goes higher. The above-mentioned treatise 
was never finished, nor could be in many years, and most pro- 
hably would never have been. So much as is of it, was writ- 
ten long since, never reviewed, nor shown unto any man; and 
the fiftieth part of it was not produced, and not the tenth of 
that offered to be read. ‘That which was never known unto 
those who are said to have conspired with me was said to be intend- 
ed to stir up the people in prosecution of thedesigns of those con- 
spirators, When nothing of particular apphcation unto time, place, 
or person, could be found init, as hath ever been done by those 
who endeavoured to raise insurrection, all was supplied by iuen- 
dos. Whatsoever is said of the expulsion of Tarquin, the insurrec- 
tionagainst Nero, the slaughter of Caligulaor Domitian, the trans- 
lation of the crown of France from Meroveus’s race to Pepin, and 
from his descendants unto Hugh Capet, and the like, was ap- 
plied by inuendo to the King. They have not considered, that 
if such acts of state be not good, there is not a King in the 
world that has any title to the crown he wears, nor can have 
any, unless he could deduce his pedigree from the eldest son of 
Noah, and shew that the succession had still continued in the 
eldest of the eldest line, and been so deduced to him. Every 
One may see what advantage this would be to all the kings of 
the world; and whether, that failing, it were not better for 
them to acknowledge they had received their crown by the 
cousent of willing nations, or to have no better title unto thei 
(han usurpation and violence: which, by the same ways, may 
be taken from them. But I was not long since told, that J must 
die or the plot must die. Lest the means of destroying the 
best protestants in England should fail, the bench must be 
filled with such as had been blemishes to the bar. None but 
such as these would have advised with the King’s counsel of 
the means of bringing a man to death; suffered a jury to be 
packed by the King’s solicitors and the under Sheriff; ad- 
mit of jurymen who were not freeholders; receive such evi- 
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dence as is above-mentioned; refuse a copy of an indictment, 
or to suffer the statute of 40 Kdw. 3d. to be read, that doth 
expressly enact, ‘it should tn no case be demed unto any 
‘man, upon any occasion whatsoever,” and overrule the most 
important points of law without hearmg. And whereas the 
statute, 25 Edw. 3. upon which they said [ should. be tried, 
doth reserve unto the parliament all constructions to be made in 
points of treason, they could assume unto themselves not only 
a power to make constructions, but such constructions as neither 
agree with law, reason, or common sense. Ly these means | 
am brought to this place. ‘The Lord forgive these practices, 
and avert the evils the nations from them! ‘Phe Lord sanctify 
these my sufferings unto me! and though | fall as a sacrifice 
unto idols, suffer not idolatry to be established in this land! 
Bless thy people, and save them. Defend thy own cause, and 
defend those that defend it. Stir up such as are famt: direct 
those that are willing: confirm those that waver, give 
wisdom and integrity unto all. Order all things so, as 
may most redound unto thine own glory. Grant that L may 
die glorifying thee for all mercies ; and that at last thou hast 
stigled out meas a witness of thy trath, and even by the coufes- 
sion Of my opposers, for that OLD CAUSE in which Twas 
trom my youth engaged, and for which thou hast often and 
wonderfully declared thyself.— Algernon Sydney. Day of 
his death, 7th Dec. 1083 from the paper delivered by hin 
to the Sheriffs. 


593. There is a curious spirit of opposition im the human 
mind. IT see your papers (the British) full of anathemas 
against blasphemous pamphlets, Wehave no such things here: 
and why?) Because every man is free to write them; and 
every man enjoys his own opinion, Without any arguing about 
the matter. Where religion never arms the Land of power, 
she is never obnoxious: where she is seated modestly at the 
domestic hearth, whispering peace and immortal hope to te 
fancy and age, she is always respected, even by those who may 
not feel the force of her arguments. ‘Phis is truly the case 
here; and the world las my wish, aud, [am sure, yours also, 
that it may be the case every where.—faws of Soctely and 


manners tt cimerica, by an hug lishioman (Miss Erances 
Hright) 1821. 
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DELUSIONS OF THE PUBLIC PRESS. 


a eae ee 


Ancient Specimen of Deluston by the “ Times” 


There is no nation under the sun where delusion is 
more easy, or more profitable, than in Great Britain. 
it is the rank weed of the soil of credulity, and thrives 
here in all the vigour of a native plant. A government 
of party, like this, always degenerates into a mercenary 
government :—and every party in its turn, endeavours to 
draw as much from the public resources as possible. Self- 
interest becomes the only fixed principle of poéttical 
traders of all descriptions ; and whatever they may re- 
commend as beneficial to the nation is intended only to 
be beneficial to themselves. The press is the ready in- 
strument of all deceptions countenanced by the govern- 
ment of the day ; and as it carefully suppresses all disa- 
yrceable truth within the scope of its control, the decei- 
vers have full play for their private speculations upon 
public infatuation, For a long period, the proprietors of 
the public press found it the readiest way to wealth, to 
commence a violent opposition to the minister ; and, 
having made themselves formidable to his power, to sel! 
him the engine for his support, which had beenraised b 
threatening his destruction. This wayrosethe Post, Cou- 
reer, and New Times, with many others of a similar de- 
scription ; but apostacy becoming too ordinary a vice, a 
new method of combining profit with delusion was invent- 
ed. This consists in the principle of Goldsmith’s book- 
seller ; who never troubled himself about the truth or 
falschood of any thing he published ; but who always 
took care to re-echo the public voice, and never to 
speak out, before the majority of the public had expressed 
al Opinion ; or, at least, had given a tacit assent to any 
oulcry which had become popular, through the activity 
ol one portion of the community, and the passive acquies- 
thee of the rest.‘ If,” said the cunning publisher the 


* public call a man a villain, I print hima villain ; and 
Vou. VIII. No. 1} 
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‘ they buy their own opinions, which are sure to please 
“ ae, because they are theirown! If they are wrong 
‘¢ it is not my busivess to set them right, because I can 

‘vet more in taking an advantage of their error!” Of 
this stamp there have been several publications ; but 
the most conspicuous specimen of this species of trickery 
is the Times newspaper,—which always joins in the 

general cry, without any regard to, or respect for, the 
principles on which that ery is founded. It is generally 
conducted with great ability ; and as the most profitable 
journal of the day, it has the means of obtaining, such ta- 
lent of every sortas can be GougAt inthe market. Atpre- 
sent it is the advocate of reform in general; but it never 
dare descend to any particular species of practical reform 
pecause there are many schemes recommended, and the 
public, as a whole, has not yet spoken decisively i in favour 
ofany. The proprietors act as if they hada mental wea- 
thercock tixed on the top of their office ; cautiously obser- 
ving which way blows the current of opinion.—If it be 
violent, they rush with the wind, knowing that popular 
feeling will carry them safely over the shoals and quick- 
sands of the penal laws. Such was the case on the sub- 
ject of the late (Queen! They manfully despised prose- 
cutions, where there was no probability that juries could 
be found to convict the advocates of a deeplyinjured woman! 
When Buonaparte was an object of dread, the proprietors 
engaged an animal at an enormous salary to out- Billings- 
gate Billingsgate itself in abuse of him ; but when the 
‘ury of their hireling outran even the popular prejudice 
against the fallen hero, the proprietors were determined, 
by the decrease of the numbers, to discard him, and hire 
some more moderate calumniator of a man from whom 
there was nothing further to apprehend. The trickery 
by which it avoids any personal responsibility, we are 
not disposed to condemn; nor should we have ever 
thought nt ie our while to notice the dediderate mis- 
representation, andiwiifud falsehood, this journal has had- 
recourse to ag harem ourselves : — but we cannot refrain 
trom the public ation of the ‘ollowing specimen of public 
aeluslo D, Wich Was prac tised by its. proprietors to ine 
nee the people to prosecute the late war with France, 
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he sole cauce of all those burthens of whgch it is now 
‘oud in the condemnation. Having been one of the flat- 
terers of the public prejudices, one of the imposers upon 
the public credulity, one of the persecutors of those who 
sideavoured to open the eyes of the publie, at that pe- 
riod; it deserves to be recorded that while it condemns 
the result, it was the advocate of the measures which 
produced them :—that it may be remembered its trade 
was delusion, while delusion was profitable ; and that if 
t now joins in the public opinion, it is with the same in- 
tention of rendering it subservient to the emolument of 
its conductors. 
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_ “THE NEW TIMES.* 














(A Vignette of a Guillotine, encircled with a Garter, on which was 
eseribed * Liberty and Equality,’? decorated with cross staves, one 
vearing a bleeding Head, and the other a Cap of Liberty, waa prefixed 
to this infamous libel upon the Reformers of 1794.) | 





rirst Year of the Price 18. in Spe- 
Republic one SATURDAY, JAN. 10, 1800. cie, or Ss. in 
1nd indivisible - @. Paper 
| a SS A co a. er 
OPERA. 
THEATRE OF EQUALITY.—This evening will be pre- 


sented for the first time a New Opera called “ The 


- © settiiielineen ii i al 

















* Thishumbug was played off by Mr. John Walter in the year 
1194, ith the newspaper called the Zimes, of which he was then 
Editor, as he is still chief proprietor. The object of this atrocious 
‘vel upon the reformers of that period was, if we may judge from 
‘Ne result, to frizhten all the fool-Anaves in England possessing pro- 
erty, into a concurrence in the war against the rising liberties of 
“once 5 in order that all the 7ogue-knaves might profit by the op- 
rortunity of enriching themselves cut of the public plunder; and 
* Present situation of our country, sufficiently proves the success 
ae pga The old race of English gentry is nearly ex- 
hand? oe i estates of the remainder are in quick transit into the 
hirel; he stock-jobbers, contractors, Jews, peculators, and 
week of the corrupt press. While the country at large 
fects if isin witha load of debt, taxation, and misery, the ef- 
ch ts —— ar exceed ad] buman powers of description. And 
thet Prsys ofa war undertaken for the defence of property : 
tained ae Nere told was to have no termination till we bad 

ve indemnity for the past, and security for the future \\"" 
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Mitre in Jeopurdy, or, the treumph of Crvism over 
Religion.” under the direction of Citezen Priestley. 
The music by the celebrated authors of Ca Fra, and the 
Marsellois Hymn. | 
After the opera will be performed the favourite Ballet 
which had such a popular run at Paris, called the 
“ March of the Clergy to Bedlam.”—Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Citizen Paine (being his first public ap- 
pearance in this nation sincethe year 1792): Archbishop 
of York, Citizen Skirving, (being his first appearance 
since his return from Botany Bay ;) Bishop of Durham, 
Citizen Winterbottom ; and Bishop of London, Citizen 
I’ytche Palmer, (being his first appearance since his re- 
turn from transportation.) A Pas Deux will be intro- 
duced between the firstand second act, called ‘* Sedition 
on foot,” by Citizen Hamilton Rewan; and the female 
Citizen Deism. The characters will all be dressed in the 
modern Sans Ewlotte fashion, and the whole will conclude 
with the enthusiastic chorus of Ca /ra. Pits. inmoney, 
or I]. in paper currency; first gallery 4s. in money, or 
16s. in paper; second gallery 2s. 6d. in money, or 10s. 
in paper. | 
*.* It is expected that ladies and gentlemen will 
come full drest to the pit, in red caps and bonnets ; and 
that the patriotic Sans Culottes will scrape their shoes at 
the door, and wear clean shirts. | A woman attends at 
ihe door to take care of the female citizens pattens 
Those ef the first requisition who come in chaise-carts, 
are desired to order the carter to set down with their 
horses heads towards the permanent guillotine at Char- 
ing Cross. Good small-beer, gin and water, and other 
elegant refreshments, will be prepared in the Ant- 
room*.— Vivant, Equality, and Republicanism. 


——— 





ee — 


The humbug was printed in the form of a new journal, as a spect: 
ation, to scare the dupes and alarmists of that day upon the state 
we might be brought to by a revolution in England. And the or- 
cinalarticle filled a folio page. 

* Since whiskey-punch has heen exalted into a royal beverage, 
the presious vulvarity of porter, gin, &c. will be of course abo- 
lished, when the —— shall visit Billingsgate + since he cannot 66 
less than pledge the fish-women, as he did the Irish in thew {4 


‘ 
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MEETINGS OF BANKERS. 

4 general meeting of all the bankers in the City of 
condon, will be held this day, the 11th of June, at one 
yelock precisely, at the London Tavern. The dividend 
'o be made to the creditors will be then finally determin- 
edupon. The head clerks of all the bankers killed im 
the late massacre, will be allowed to present the ac- 
counts of their c2-devant principals*. 

TO BUILDERS. 

Any gentleman wishing to purchase that spot of ground 
on which stood the houses lately demolished in Horne 
fooke Square, (ci devant Grosvenor Square) are 
lesied to send in their proposals to Citizen Hardy, 
President of the Committee for the sale of the Nobility. 

TO PROPRIETORS 

Tomorrow will be published by order of the Execu: 
ive power, a very accurate explanation of the principles 
won Which the FORCED LOAN is to be established®. 

It may be agreeable, in the mean time, te many pro- 
vrietors to know, that by the most exact arithmetical 
calculations, the forced loan will not, in the first in- 
dance, absorb more than 13-20ths of their capital; and 
that if it should be found necessary afterwards to make 
some trifling additions, by way of voluntary loan, it 
‘an never exceed L6-20ths of their whole property.— 
luis interesting publication is to be found at Citizen 
Laton’sy 


—————— 





* Itis odd enough, that while the ** drecded revolution” was to 
produce a massacre of the rich, the absence (we will not say the want 
vloue) witnessed a massacre of the poor !—and what was worse, of 
those Whom the Pitt system had made poor. As to property, the 
sankers have yet done well enough, at the expeuce of most others 
tor time of reckoning with the residuary legatees of Mr. 
se and then their creditors wiil find little to divide amongst 
. be de et has. not destroyed many houses at present. It 
emply 0 with destroying the inhabitants, and leaving them 
na uch, to the owners, is little better than pulling them 
ent ran reduction of the five per cents. to four, isa sufh- 
tee Gehan lat it is notin mob governments alone that property 

) Ue luvaded without the consent of the owners. 

\ The * forced loans’ of the boroughmer cers have far exceedcal 
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TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS. 

The female citizen, Honora Goodwill, informs {j- 
public, that she has taken a house in a healthy situa- 
tion, near Hounslow; which she has fitted up for the 
reception of a few young ladies, and educating them in 
the truest principles of pure Republicanism. Parents 
who choose to trust their children to her care, may be 
persua led great attention will be paid, to prevent their 
minds from being tinctured with any foolish religious 
superstition: nature’s laws alone will be their guide, and 
reason and philosophy the sole object of their daily wor- 
ship. Such being the outlines of the plan, she hopes 
she may promise, that the young persons entrusted to 
her care, will ina very short time acquire the Republi- 
can energy, so preferable to the silly timidity, which 
was one of the characteristics during the reign of des. 
potism.* 


BRITISH NATIONAL CONVENTION—S2lting of 9th June 


President, Citizen Thelwall. 

President—“‘It is my duty, Citizen Legislators, to 
lay before you some letters of importance, which I have 
received this day ; and you will see to what a height the 
public spirit has arrived, and the astonishing progress 
which our regeneration has made in every part of Great 

Britain.” The Secretary then read— 
** Citizen President, “ Nottingham, Nov. 8th. 
‘“‘T am this moment arrived froma patriotic expedi- 
tion, the success of which has filled the minds of all the 





this estimate of what was said to be expected from a Revolution’ 
Instead of being content with 16-20ths of the property of the 
country, they have mortgaged every acre of land, and every build- 
ing in the country, for more than its value; and they now seize 
every year upon 10-20ths of the produce of the country, to pay 
the interest of the accumulated debt, and the other expenses of the 
*Senvy and admiration of the world!” 

® if the language of our affected loyalists were correct, it would 
prove that ‘ blasphemy,” and ‘disregard for religion,” did not 
need a Revolution to produce them ; for they are perpetually com 
plaining of the “torrents of blasphemy that inundate the land 
though the Bench of Bishops yet vote in Parliament, and the Chure ) 
eats up ber full share of the fruits ofthe earth | Nor could any Reve- 
lution be requisite to produce females without modesty, oF ere 
without principle. We know more than ouc subscriber te the Ho 
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ends of the people with joy and exultation. ‘Too long 
has the soil of Nottinghamshire groaned under the oppres- 
sive weight of four immense edifices, and its humbly 
inhabitants been insulted by their disgusting magnift- 
cence. Welbeck, Thoresby, Clumber, and Worksep,* 
could no longer be permitted to exist in the Land of 
Equality. A band of chosen sans Cudllotes proceeded 
from Nottingham, and with an energy worthy of the 
confidence placed in them, passed the plane of the Revo- 
tution over these obnoxious and useless mansions. The 
flames did the rest. I send to the convention, as a pa- 
triotic gift, ali the plate of the c?-devant proprietors, 
that could be preserved in the general confusion. 
“ D—nn—n, Mayor of Nottingham.’ 
“ Liberty, Equality, Sans Collotism for ever ! 
‘Citizen President,—Treason surrounds us, and ter- 
ror must be the order of the day. In pursuance of the 
Secret Committee, we have let loose the instruments of 
national vengeance, and they are now executing their 
high commission throughout this neighbourhood. Nine- 
leen proud dwellings, and forty-two farm-houses, have 
already been destroyed by the flames of patriotism, and 
one hundred and sixteen fathers of families have received 
the just punishment of their atrocious crimes. We should 
have carried still further the glory and terror of the na- 
tonal arms, if the approach of an insolent and desperate 
individual had not caused a sudden alarm. The ce-devant 
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Allrance in Bridge-street, who think * simple fornication” a very 
venial crime; as Lord Ellenborough held even adultery to be in 
yarticular cases; a doctrine which it may be inferred from some 
ames on the list of the Gang, has also as many advocates amongst 
them, as the lesser offence. 

* These are four ducal seats situate near each other, and com- 
only Known in Nottioghamshire by the name of the Dukery, 
They belonged in the order in which they stand, tu the Dukes of 
Portland, Kingston, Newcastle, and Norfolk. 

% Who would have imagined, that the debates in) which the 
“essacre of Manchester was defended by the advocates of social 
order, religion, and morality, should have been so appropriate a 
reply to these slanderous and malevolent accusations upon the 
mi who were then endeavouring tu stem the career of folly and 
re : These atrucious libels on the Reformers of thal period, 

* hree years after the duyal mob of Birmingham had been in. 
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Earl of Winchelsea has marched from Rutlandshire at 
the head of a considerable number of banditti, known 
formerly by the name of yeoman. Tiese dangerous men. 
animated by their fanatical attachment to property, act 
in concert with the Royalists of Devonshire, and create 
a great alarm in the minds of the Republican troops. If 
we do not receive considerable reinforcements, we shall 
be obliged to evacuate Sheffield, which place, by the 
bye, swarms with suspicious persons. (Signed) 

‘““YorRKE, General of the Armed Citizens of Sheffield.” 


‘* Citizen Gamage,—I have not been able to attend to 
the reading of this letter before you without shuddering. 
How long, is it, citizens, since I first warned you of the 
danger attending your criminal moderation, You aflect 
to say you are desirous of shewing some respect to vir- 
tuous principles ; but are you still to learn that what was 
virtue under the yoke of despotism, becomes vice under 
the reign of equality. Beware of those men who were 
formerly the object of public esteem; if you lend an 
ear to their speeches, their hypocrisy will soon triumph 
over your civism. They talk of respect for property, 
obedience to the laws ; and the duties of religion, merely 
to stop the progress of reason, and suspend inits course 
the torrentof the revolution. What misery has not your 
moderation already heaped upon the patriots? Awake 
trom your lethargy, Citizens, and decree, for once and 
all, as a principle that the establishment of the revolution 
is incompatible with the respect for property; that it 1s 
not by an absurd obedience to the laws, that you can 
succeed in sapping their foundation ; and that the de- 
struction of all superstition is not to be effected by a 
scrupulous observance of the duties of religion. (Ret- 
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stigated to fire the houses, and threaten the lives, of the most use- 
inl inhabitants of the place! How closely the satellites of despotist 
resemble each other! The Reformers of Birmingham, in 1791, 
had their houses burnt, and their property destroyed, by wretches 
who accused them of holding violent doctrines ! And the Re- 
formers were slaughtered at Manchester, by wretches of yet darker 
hue, who pretended to fear a breach of the peace! No! no! it “ 
vot necessary to create a Revolution, to produce robbery and mur 
der! ‘They thrive as well under the usurpations of the Borougs: 
moneers, aud in the sunshine of the Pitt Svstem ' 
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srated applause.) | propose that ten thousand men 
shall bechosen froin the French Auxillary Sans ¢ ‘ulloteés, 
and be immediately sent to garrison the town of Shef- 
field.” 

“ Citizen Martin,—I participate heartily in the ad- 
miration of the speech of brother Gamage; but by whiai 
fatality does it always happen, that the best patriot can 
never join the boldness of conception to the vigour of 
execution? Who could suppose that the animated speech 
of brother Gamage would have ended in the public pro- 
position of sending a garrison to Sheffield. I shall there-. 
fore endeavour to supply his want of energy, and propose 
asa decree of urgency, that all persons known before ths 
revolution, under the denominaticn of Country Gentle- 
men, Yeomen, or Llousekeepers, beput in a state of ar 
restation. —(The house resounded with applause )— 
“Equality for ever! Housekeepers to the guillotine, 
huzza,”’ 

The President rings his bell violently,—the bell breaks, 
—another bell brought by one of the secretaries—rings 
‘ings. —President puts on his hat. 

Ciizen Mendoza* holds up his fist in a threatening 
posture.—The President knocks down Citizen Mendoza. 
(A calm ensues.)—The assembly decree unanimously 
and by acclamation, ‘* that all persons of the denomina- 


tion of Country Gentlemen and Yeomen, are in a state 
of arrestation:”’— Adjourned. 


THE NEW TIMES. 

British National Convention,—-Business in the 
House to-morrow :— Debate upon the maximum 
of Provisions? —— Monday: A new system for 
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* It was not probably anticipated that a gang of prize fighters 
would be called in to assist at the coronation of George the 1Vth, 
% that & common boxer would be employed, by the successors 
: Mr. Pitt, to shut the door of Westminstsr Abbey against the 
wuecn of England! i 

* The agricultural distress of the present neriod sufficiently 
ge also, that no revolution was needed to ruin the farmers! 
rede rg has done that effectually :—and they must now be 
sibdoad ney could not have been in a worse condition, tf the 
f, , anarchy had prevailed. The storm would have waited its 
TY, and left a wholesome atmosphere to breathe in; but the 
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the more regular operation of the holy guillo 

fine*. LONDON. 

*,” The Proceedings of the revolutionary tribunal are 
obliged to be omitted for want of room. Thirty two 
persons were yesterday convicted of a conspiracy 
against the republic, and are to be guillotined this 
evening’. 

This day, June the 10th, at twelve o'clock, the Rey. 
Citizen Joys, Minister of the National Church, will cele- 
brate in the Temple of Reason, (ci-devant St. Paul’s 
Church) a festival for the happy desiruction of the Par- 
liament. 

On Sunday last, in consequence of orders from the 
Committee of Public Safety, the Mayor, at the head ot 
a body of armed Citizens, repaired to Llyde Park, where 
he seized on all the horses and declared them to be ina 
stale of requisition, for the use of the republic. The 
grooms were conducted to the town-house, and from 
thence immediately sent under a strong escort, to 
join the southern army of volunteers.—It now appears 
certain, that the colonies refuse to send their sugars to 
England, the constant pillagesof the ships having alarm- 
ed the colonists for the safety of their property; and in 
consequence, the price of sugar is raised six pence pei 
pound. We have now no other chance of drawing to 
ourselves the commerce of the colunies, than the estab- 
lishment of good laws. The late fire amongst the ship- 
ping, and iu the several dock yards, precludes us from 
any hopes of forcing the colonies to send us their com- 
modities unless they choose to do so. 

We have reason to believe that the Ambassador from 
the French Republic, Citizen Santerre, has entered inte 
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pestilence that has stolen amongst them unobserved, Knows no 
termination of its silent ravages, until there is nothing left to 
destroy. si 

* Mr. Scarlett’s bill to prevent the propagation of the species 
seems to have been built upon the conviction thal the gallows, 
fiust removea redundant population! and that it is more humane 
to prevent the increase, than to thin the species after production. 

* The state of Ireland, and the recent execution of Chirty-fre 
White-boys, forms an excellent legitimate parody on this anficipe 
tiv of revolutionary terrors! 
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é, arrangement with the Committee, for the sale of the 
effects of the cé-devant nobility, and is to take for himself 
and suite CARLTON House, with all thefurniture. 

The Royalists in Devonshire have completely defeated 
the brave Republicans, and killed 400 of them. Gen. 
Semple was taken prisoner and. is closely confined 
Want, and discipline, ana proper officers, It is feared, 
will be the ruin of our new forces. The Convention, it 
issaid, mean to decree it death to all the surviving of- 
ficers of any part of their forces, who run from, er sub- 
mit to, the Aristocrats. 

There is reason te hope that the citizens of London 
will soon be relieved from their suspence in regard to the 
articles of subsistence: the commiltee for the depart- 
ment has by perseverance, discovered the method of 
making bread of decayed bones. This resource will un- 
questionably be as agreeable as it is unexpected, as the 
oaten bread begins already to be very scarce. 

Citizen Barrington, representative from Botany Bay, 
was yesterday detected picking the pocket of the Presi- 
dent of the National Convention of a gold snuff-box. 
Ile was reprimanded, but defended what he had done 
on the principle of equality. 

Yesterday the following proclamation was stuck up in 
various parts of the metropolis. 


“ Margarot, Mayor of Londen.” 

‘In order to arrive at some precise knowledge of the 
resources of the Republic, and to form a basis for a more 
just distribution of the public burthens, the National 
Convention has decreed, ‘n compliance with the request 
of the Committee of Finance, that every citizen shall be 
obliged to give in a true aud circumstantial statement of 
his property, and that such statement shall be verified by 
en established for that purpose inevery sec- 

ion. 

“This is therefore to give notice to all proprietors, of 
every denominatinn, whether landholders, bankers, mer- 
chants, shopkeepers, or others, that they do give in with- 
out delay, a true account of all their property, whether 
it consist in land, bills, or merchandize of any sert what- 
ever; and they are desired to take notice that any pre- 
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varicalion or false declaration, is Ly the decree of the 
convention, to be punished with death and confiscation: 
half the oroperty of the convicted to go to the informer, 
- Dated at the Town House, Juri Oth, 
‘“ BONNy, Secretary.”* 
BY ORDER OF THE MAYOR. 


In order to stop the foul breath of slander the Muni- 
cipality has resolved to publish a true and exact account 
of all the houses which during the last week, have either 
been burnt or pillaged. These documents will prove 
more forcibly than all reasoning upon the subject, the 
humanity and moderation of the patriots. 

Bond-street, nineteen shops pillaged and three burnt. 
florne Tooke-square (ce devant Grosvenor-square) 
twenty-two houses burnt. In the whole extent of 
Oxsford-road only one hundred and eighty-eight pil- 
aged, and eighty-one burnt. Cheapside has been rather 
more severely handled. The right side has been almost 
entirely consumed; but the left was only pillaged. The 
fire near the Bank, in a quarter of the town where the 
streets are much narrower, raged of course with greater 
violence ; but the public may be assured that the plan of 
the Patriots did not extend to so great a conflagration. 
The Municipality with satisfaction informs the public, 
that upon the minutest enquiry, no more than eight 
thousand citizens have suflered on this occassion. 

“ Bonny, Secretary.” 





SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 

Portsmouth Aug, 9th.—Came into harbour Le 
Couteau, a French brig laden with guéllotines, tor the 
use of the fleet. 

COURSE OF EXCHANGE. 

Amsterdam . . . Q| Hamburgh . . - 0 

Leghon . ... O | Lisbon. . () 

Cele. w wn an aw @ 

English Bank Notes and French Assignats at par. 














* This prophecy of Mr. John Walters has been ataply fulfilled in 
the spirit, though not in the letter ia which it was made, without 
the aid of revolutionary authority, as the Income Tay, falsely 
ralled the Property Tax, bears ample testimony 
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Price of Specie.—Silver, 22s, per ounce in paper 
‘juineas, of. 2s. 


me ween 


Price of Stocks.— Bank Stock 443 35 per Cent Re- 
juced Ito 103 a 9. 3 per Cent Consols 12. 4 pex 
Cent Cousols 16. 5 per Cent Annuities 26. Bank Long 
\nnuities 2. Short Annuities 0 India Stock 0. 
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Weshall next week borrow the pen of the correspondent 
who furnished us with the copy of the preceding articles to 
delineate the delusions of the present ministerial press. It 
will be found of the same Aind :-—an attempt to support the 
existing interests of mercenary hirelings, at the sacri- 
tice of the prosperity of the nation There are thousands 
of well dressed, and even opulent wretches, who would 
scuttle the vessel and drown all the crew, if they 
could reach the shore in safety themselves. Such things 
know nothing of the claims of country :—they only con- 
sider what they can get :—and looking upon every thing 
in the light of merchandize, they would barter their na- 
live land, their altars, their God himself, for pecuniary 
advantage. It is fortunate the distress of the country 
now inclines it to 2 more close discrimination of charac- 
ter. The mercenary knaves with whom thecountry has 
to deal, are now reduced, to defend by impudence and 
loree, the system which has been built on credulity, and 
ignorance. But if the public will only be as firm, as 
they have been patient, as resolute in serving, as they 
have been passive in undoing themselves, there may be 
vet hopes that the Bunt will shake the Monkeys from 
iis back, and recover his native freedom, by the exertion 

‘his native strength and courage. Miracles have not 
yel ceased. The Spanish part of St. Domingo has added 
‘nother to the list of modern republics. While the ex- 
‘veme of political freedom is claimed, and obtained, by 
= bondmen of the West Indies, surely we may hope 
“at England will not subinit to have a hundred abso- 


Hule Soroughmongers, instead ef a constitutional mo- 
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REASONS FOR PRESSING THE QUESTION 
OF REFORM. 2 

The expedients by which the ministry are now attemptin 
to distract public attention from the great cause of public 
calamity, are entirely unavailing. Parliamentary Reform re. 
mains the only important subject that should attract the imme- 
Gate and incessant attention of the people of every nation, who 
now begin to feel the pressure of those evils which have been 
‘ong predicted as the certain results of the Pitt System-—The 
reformation of all subordinate establishments requiring to be 
reformed, will necessarily follow as natural consequences, Yet 
the friends of parliamentary reform, however numerous and re- 
speclable, will require to act with considerable caution, pru- 
dence, energy, and circumspection, in their meritorious efforts 
and contention for reform. 

If it were unfortunately asked from whence the present 
yunto derive their authority, tt would hardly be pretended that 
they derive it from any regular, legal, salutary source,—such as 
the WILL, the wisH, or the Voick, of the people; or that 
it originates in their popu/arity, in their extraordinary wisdom, 
patriotism, or public talent, Yetthe voice of the people is 
the only proper seurce of all salutary public authority; and 
the fountain of all Jaws and institutions. The sole object of 
entering into civil society, 1s the attainment of the general good, 
nso far as this object can possibly be obtained, by wise, just, 
useful, and impartial laws, judiciously administered ; and not 
for any partial purposes, such as foolish, ignorant, roguish, or 
despotic princes aud their surrounding abettors contend. 
Consequently, the people have the, only just right of 
appointing their own legislators and thus of framing their 
own laws, or annulling them whenever they please. ‘They pos- 
sesz, exclusively, the right of settling their own form of go- 
verninent, and consequently of changing or modifying that 
form of government whenever necessary. Executive officers 
appointed for the benefit of the people, should be dependent 
on the will of the people ; and owe their continuance in office 
to their good behaviour, They are regularly paid their wages 
by the people, who rarely grumble when their business 13 de- 
cently performed. 

Were it necessary to refer for a confirmation of what has 
been stated, to any particular part of the country, the state 
of the present system of representation on the other side 0 
the ‘Tweed, would amply suffice. There we shall tind about 
34 counties,* which only send 30 members to Parliament. Phe 
whole electors in the counties amouut only to between 2,004 
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wd 3,000; but a great proportion cf these electors, have not 
one single ineb of property, or sulstantial interest, in these coun- 
ties, or any where else, except what they hold m government 
<ituations, sinecure places» pensions, extravagant salaries, su- 
verfluous offices, &c. &e. A great number of men, of the first 
respectability, possessing heritable estates and heritable proper- 
ies, in the Scotch counties, have no voice or vote whatever, 
1 sending members to parliament for those counties ; no more 
than the common scavengers of the City of London, or the 
nendicants who daily apply at our doors for crumbs of bread: 
—and this precious Scotch juggle has been contrived and 
effected by separating what is called, in Scotch law language, 
ihe supereority from the real property;—1. e., when a pro- 
vrietor of an heretable estate finds it necessary to sell his estate, 
he retains the right of voting fora merber, or members of 
Parliament: a right which, by the bye, is frequently found to 
be more valuable to him, than the amount of rents which he 
‘eceived for his estate or estates, whenever a vicious minister 
wants Parliamentary support. Indeed, there are some Scotch 
counties that do not contain 20 electors each, as you will per- 
elve from the subjoined scale of about one haif of those covn- 
lies, * 

With regard to the Scotch boroughs which send members 
0 Parltament, their source and mode of election are a mere 
burlesque on suffrage. These boroughs amount in number 
0 between 60 and 70 :—they are divided into 15 divisions, or 
that is called districts of boroughs. Every four or five borougtis 
ae put into one class, and every class returns one member to 
“atament, only. those classical members, (and no doubt 
ery classical geutlemen they are) accordingly amount to 15, 
But classical as they really are, they are not returned by the 
“eat body of the burgesses, nor of the great body of the re-’ 
‘pectable inhabitants of the boroughs, but by aparcel of, origi. 
ily, obscured, ignorant, needy individuals, generally speaking 


~~ 





' dumme of the cowntres being joined by two and two, ‘hence, 
‘of these counties return, alternately, one member to Par-, 
ment oaly; consequently, sume of those counties, alternately, 
years, mast be without any representatives at all! 


* Wigton County, 53 ] Elgin County, 31 
Peebles . . .) 44 Caithness . 29 
Dumbarton . 42 Sutherland . 25 
Argyle . 42 | Kinross . . 21 
SCNT kt 50 Pare «ss aw BB 

Orkney and Baekmanan . 17 
Shetland ‘ . 38 Bute. 14 
Baulf 357 | Cromarty 9 





Tetal, 453 Electors. 
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selfelected Magistrates, They, and they only, having lon 

possessed Uicmselves of this essential right of returning wen. 

bers iv Parliament. Ti hey also, have the self. -compslacenc of 
aunnally electing the mselves Magistrates of those boroughs ; 

and have contrived to do so for centuries past, as well as to 0 
pose of the revenue and property of the boroughs, agreeably fo 
their own Magisterial dispositions. Those self created, self. 
elected Magistrates, however ignorant in many respects, wile 
stand borough policy, and ministerial views and prospects, ex- 
tremely well. They, at an average, may in number for every 
borough, amount to about 8, 10, or 12 persons. Let us. Sup) 
pose 10, and calculate accordingly -— they amount in the whole, 
io about 500 jolly, fine, merry fellows. This number of Scowch 
borough electors, added to the county electors, may make the 
whole electors of Scotland sending members to the House of 
Commons, amount to about three thousand persons, such as 
they are! 

Such is the present system of Parliamentary representation 
in Scotland; and which the predominant domineering faction 
attempts to continue, nay, to hand down to their progeny, as 
legal hereditary succession, and undemable rights and _privi- 
eves. 

Nhe habitants and burgesses of Scotlnad do not, however, 
always cringe to the lash. For about 20 or 30 years ago, 
some public spirited patriots tormed a resolution of obtain- 
ing a reform of the Scotch borough abuses, in the first iv- 
stance ; and in case of their succeeding, to proceed in reform- 
ing the county system. But no sooner were their views known, 
than the whele phalaux of the borough-mongers, on both sides 
of the ‘Tweed, quite alarmed, rose fiercely against the re- 
formers; with the apostate Pitt, and the subtle Dundas, at 
their head, in the House of Communs; where, after the cou- 
test of two or three Sessions of Parliament, the Scotch reform. 
ers were finally defeated bya majority of the representatives 
of the people, notwithstanding the transcendant eloquence of 
Fox, Sheridan, &c. bad been vigorously exerted in stating, 
ilustrating, and enforcing, the evident, just, and natural claims, 
of the Scotch borough reformers! 1! Thus will every attempt to 
produce a reform be resisted; and thus will it be frustrated; 
until the roaring of the British Lion, shall convince the usut- 
pers of his rights, that he means in fature to tread the forest 
free and independent us nature, and the god of nature, intend- 
ed hina. 
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